The Jane Goodall Institute Roots & Shoots Israel Strategy 2004
Draft
TUNZA World Congress of Youth Israel/Palestine:

Representatives from Arab, Drudz & Jewish schools, colleges. Youth
Representatives from all Humanitarian & Environmental NGOs - giving
Members information about national concerns (with Rep. at the youth Congress).

Aims of the World Congress of Youth Israel Roots & Shoots:
We will call upon the organisation of a youth parliment for Israel with representation of all humanitarian and environmental organizations in the country. We will review the current environmental crisis and humanitarian concerns and find solutions through discussions held, conducted and implemented for youth, by youth. We will strengthen the bonds between our country and the UN, and all UN led initiatives. Youth of our country will be informed on all aspects of youth envolvment through our grass-roots based information exchange platforms to raise awareness about global youth initiatives & participation in decision-making of the UN. With a mission to get highschools aware via school systems on action taking ideas for making a difference around the country. Our tool is the full participation in WCY World Congress of Youth stage to sound our voice and exchange ideas .Partnership building between our parliament and all other youth Parliaments will influence our governments to listen. Accepting our voice means Hearing those who are mute in the government: minority groups, whose youth will share their views based on equality. Youth enthusiasm has the power to create peace. Lets give the youth of our nations a platform for change the region will never be the same again. After returning from Tunza conference
an action plan was signed here between Jewish and Arab youth, a partnership with fantastic potential. Bahiya Jubran, Ehab Abulil and myself had the courage to meet eachother and sign an agreement and write an action plan - we can inspire many youths to do the same. If we can do it, everyone can. By us leading the Roots & Shoots WCY in Israel we will show the world that Israelis and Palestinians are not focused on war but harbor compassion and spread reason for hope. Hope for change, hope for cooperation and conservation. Establishing a R&S WCY in Israel will give the youth of our two nations an invaluable opportunity to share our views about Sustainable Development, Humanitarian concerns & the Environment and contribute their knowledge aswell as exchange information on a global platform unconflicted by politics. The youth of our two nations are willing and more than ready to take positive action for a better region. 

What strengths do we feel we can contribute in a leadership role?

Combine all youth in Israel on a common goal of making change in the world, and providing all of us youth in the region with the most important 'tool for change' Youth Empowerment when it comes to dealing with vital issues and a combination of joint networking with national and international Youth Organizations. The enthusiasm of youth is our basis for change.

What is a list of goals we hope to accomplish in your first year?
Establish a joint network comprised of all the Humanitarian & Environmental Organisations in the country Implement our strategy in as many schools as possible, with the Ministry of Education and Environment (spread the "Lessons for Hope" curriculum of the Jane Goodall Institute to inspire youth to take positive action through Roots & Shoots community-based actions.
 -Spread our message of youth empowerment via all aspects of media.

 -Increasing participation of youth in decision-making processes of the UN and our national government 
- Simultaneous actions: marking the World Environment Day, World Refuee Day, World Peace Day.

- Host youth forums from around the world to conferences and youth retreats summer camp in our country.

Employment structure:
The Youth Parliament will be implemented on a city or village council basis. All schools in the council area will chose representatives to the parliament, aswell as school programme coordinators to keep schools engaged in all aspects of the organisation. Representatives will be regarded as
"Youth Ambassadors of Israel/Palestine" to represent school projects, community situations and present action plans and comments to the international community. Each of the schools will serve as hosts to the parliament conferences, so as to give a chance for every school to present it's involvment. Every Parliament forum will start with an introduction by the school coordinator, followed by a presentation about the schools current and previous R&S projects. The information about current situations and concerns will be given on a series of short 10 minute lectures by Humanitarian and Environmental organization representatives to the parliament. The student members of the parliament will then write down ideas on how to solve these concerns and a group 12 Youth Advisors will be voted upon by the forum, who will be in charge of compiling a report on the decision making of the members. These reorts will be sent to the JGI International, WCY International Secritariat and the UN. Copies will be given to the Palestinian & Israeli Governments aswell. A national Israeli Parliament will be held twice a year for International Appeal. 

General comments: 
"...The parliament is our way to represent the ideas and thoughts of minority groups in the country, for them to send their reports and speek on the international platfrom and share their circumstances is so important.We have our Arab Israel program directors who gave us a report made by youth about the inequality on living conditions between jewish villages with wondreful infrastructure and arab villages (Israeli citizens( with schools lacking a fence from the roads and heating in winter and most doors and windows are broken and water ways polluted. Presenting these stories written and reported by youths to a youth parliament between schools with a conress having representation of all sectors) to the United Nations is so important."
Roots & Shoots:
Israel - Argentina Partnership:
*Youth Exchange/Information Exchange School Curriculum & Tools for Change: TUNZA, "Lessons for Hope",Lessons for Peace", "Walking with Grandfather", "Pachamama". These will be given to all community council coordinators.

*Communitywide Involvment Programmes: Care & Concern for Human Community, Environment and Animal-beings. These projects will be compiled into a Reason for Hope book every year and presented to UN Messenger of Peace Jane Goodall Ph.D, DBE.

*Partnerships In Understanding": school, community group partnering between two nations (on multi-country projects).
The Gorilla Project:
* Project Koko - Gorillas teaching Autistic & Communicationally Disabled
children to talk via American Sign Language (through T.V., Video & Media).
 *Great Ape Personhood for basic humanrights - Governmental/National Appeal: lectures and curriculum will be given to express the need for childrens nrights and humanitarian concerns. This project bringsout the awareness needed for peacemaking, children & youth are empowered to get engaged in treating these concerns.

* Forest Valley Sanctuary: Relocating all zoo Gorillas, Chimpanzees  &Orangutans to a northern Israeli sanctuary.Wilderness facility including communication pagoda and rehabilitation
center.
 

Partnership Stategy Draft TGF - NIACDCA - JGI/R&S IL:
 

Israel Board: Mr. Itai Roffman, Ms. Lilach Ben Harush & Ms. Tzofit Rom, Dr. Miriam Spielman  
 

 Partnership between The Gorilla Foundation, Negiot IACDCA (the Israeli Autistic & Communicationally Disabled Children Association) and The Jane Goodall Institute Israel 

 
Project Koko is the first interspecies communication program between humans and Gorillas via use of ASL (American Sign Language). The success of this 32 year project proves that Great Apes have surprisingly similar developmental and language acquiring skills as humans. Koko’s ability to express her thoughts and feelings about her day to day life in ASL is of historic significance.
Dr. Roger Fouts, a Psychologist renowned for his work with Washoe Chimpanzee who also acquired ASL with very strong communicational skills in human standards, worked with Autistic children in the same way yet found it difficult to communicate with them. He proved that autistic children who learn sign language develop vocal speech after a few months of progress. 
 

Communicationally disabled children, abandoned by their parents and adopted by chimpanzees, were discovered as acquiring the specific chimp-culture they lived with and spoke the native tongue. This can be seen as evidence that the development of the disabled child is dependant on how society treats the individual. The question of how to relate to the ‘different’ one in the group rises. These children developed as a relatively normal chimp.

 

Orr Roffman, a mentally disabled16 year old from Israel, proved to the world that Koko can serve as a communications teacher for disabled children, and accelerate the complicated process that Fouts started. Orr identified with Koko and this was the reason for the success. The ease in which he comprehended and copied Kokos’ signs from the T.V. screen and implemented them into normal day communication amazed renowned psychologists. Henceforth, Koko’s interspecies communication observations by disabled children is the fastest way to enabled them to open up to the world. Autistic and disabled children find T.V. sets as very attractive and sit in front of them for hours and hours, with Koko on T.V. (in Israel it’s a fact that 60% of children and youths learn to speak fluent Spanish through watching Argentinean youth soap operas on T.V.) it’ll be a communication lesson but through an accepted and familiar medium. After short conversations with Orr we received answers to the question: “Why Koko teach you signs?” Orr said that he and Koko are “Impala” (meaning animal) and that normal people are: “boy, girl, man, woman”. When asked who Koko is he answered: “Impala Koko-nut” (‘nut’ implies his friendly approach towards Koko). Thus, it is obvious Koko is seen by disabled children as equal and in the same level of inferiority in society. This being the reason for the ease to watch her on T.V. and  be interested in her. In Orr’s words, normal people are: “badboys” (he refers to the kids who laugh at him at the shopping mall or don’t want to play with him because of his performance), and aggravate him with their treating him as different or like a baby. Koko is “OK” and does not bother him at all. These conversations prove that Koko is the best communicating link between disabled children and ‘normal’ people. Autistic children do not sense fear or reservation from Koko, but rather interest and the urge to get eye contact. Copying of the signs comes naturally to them with Koko, all that’s left is to build up on this and after a couple or several months (depending on the severity of the child’s state) vocal speech follows with every sign, - at the beginning these are words easier to pronounce. 

 

In Partnership between The Gorilla Foundation, Negiot IACDCA (the Israeli Autistic & Communicationally Disabled Children Association) and The Jane Goodall Institute/Roots & Shoots Israel – the ‘Koko Teaching Communication Project’ starts it way, with global implications. 

 

Project Strategy: 
1.      Use of Koko’s video documented conversations in working with disabled children.

2.      Seminars given to college and university special education majoring students on working with Autistic children (trained by Negiot IACDCA via ABA technique material; and learning gorilla behavior and body language and basic American Sign Language to appeal to the disabled children – TGF/JGIR&S Material). Cost of Conference: USD$4,000.
3.      Lectures at community centers, city culture centers, schools and universities about this project, Koko and interspecies communication.

4.      Outreach will be made through the media: T.V. documentaries, talk shows, children’s channels etc.

5.      Raising funds and collecting donations from public and private sector.

6.      Organizing a national lobby for making a ‘Great Ape Personhood & Standing’ law for giving basic human rights identical to those of disabled children to Gorillas, Chimpanzees, Orangutans and Bonobos. 

7.      Establishing a forest valley sanctuary for Captive Hominids from zoos and labs in the Izrael Valley area.   

 
Appendix 1:

Boy adopted by chimps
KANO, Nigeria: A disabled Autistic Nigerian boy believed to have been adopted and raised by chimpanzees for 18 months is in care in a specialist children's home in this northern city. Named Bello by nursing staff at the Tudun Maliki Torrey home in Kano, he was brought to them six years ago by hunters after being found with a chimpanzee family in the Falgore forest, 150km south of Kano, staff told AFP. Believed to have been aged about two when he was taken in, Bello is probably the son of nomadic ethnic Fulani people who travel through the region, Abba Isa Muhammad, the home's child welfare officer, said. Mentally and physically disabled, with a misshapen forehead, sloping right shoulder and protruding chest, he was probably abandoned by his parents because of his disabilities, Isa Muhammad said. Such abandonments of disabled children are common among the nomadic Fulani, a pastoralist people who travel great distances across the west African Sahel region, and in most instances the children die, specialists told AFP. But in Bello's case, he was apparently adopted by a family of chimpanzees, Isa Muhammad said. "We do not know exactly how long he would have been with the chimps. Based on the traits he exhibits, we estimate that he would have been adopted when he was no more than six months old and nursed by a nursing chimp," the welfare officer said. When he was first brought in, Bello, who is about the size and weight of a four-year-old, walked in a chimpanzee-like fashion, moving on his hind legs but dragging his arms on the ground, the home's matron, A'isha Ibrahim, told AFP. Still today he leaps, chimpanzee-like, and claps his hands over his head repeatedly, cupping his hands, as they do, and does not speak but makes chimpanzee-like noises. "When Bello was brought here in 1996, he used to walk like a chimp, with his feet and hands on the ground. He would jump and grunt or squeak like a chimpanzee," Ibrahim said. "At first he was very restless. He would leap about at night from bed to bed in the dormitory where we put him with the other children. "He would disturb the other children and smash and throw things. Now he is much calmer," she said, adding that all the staff were fond of the boy. Isa Muhammad, the home's welfare officer, said staff had initially hoped that someone might come forward to claim the boy, but realised now that that was not going to happen."We are trying to see what we can do for him. We do not know how many years he will have to be here," he said. 
Agence France-Presse
Implementation Strategy:
* Courses and Seminars for Community Coordinators: Roots & Shoots/World
Congress of Youth Community based programming
 *College Seminars: working with Autistic Children and training for Project Koko - Directed by the Israeli Autistic & Communicationally Disabled Childrens Association "Negiot", JGI Israel & The Gorilla Foundation
 *City Council Representatives for citywide coordination
 *Pushing for Great Ape personhood law
 *Peace agreements, joint Arab/Jewish projects and international presentation to JGI and the UN about our parliament youth session reports.



